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the persevering efforts of the flower of Tippoo's
army, by the skill of their commander and the
courage of the men*. The Sultann's attack upon
Colonel Montresor began between nine and ten
in the morning, and he did not retreat till twenty
minutes past three; and when "General Stuart
arrived at Colonel Montresor's post^ he found his
men exhausted with fatigue,, and their ammunition
almost expended f." That such should have been
their state, will excite no surprise, when the vast
disparity of numbers is considered. Tippoo,with
12,000 men, the flower of his army; Colonel
Montresor, with only three battalions of Sepoys,,
and the artillery of his brigade, altogether not
2000 men. The contest had continued for six
hours, when General Stuart arrived with the 77th
Regiment, and two flank companies of the 75th,
and drove off a part of the enemy, who bad pos-
sessed themselves of the great road leading to
Sedaseer. The engagement with them lasted
nearly half an hour, when they fled with precipi-
tation through the jungles, to regain their column,
which still continued the attack in front. "It
was not till twenty minutes past three that the
enemy retreated in all directions J/'

* See BEATSON'S History oftJie War, p. 7^; MILL'S History
of British India, vol. iiL p. 423; GLEUG'S History p. 1B$;
WILK&'S Hktory.

f Sec General Stuart's Letter, Wclltotey D&fatdi&t p, 487*
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